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January 15, 2015

At 10:00 AM on Monday, January 12th, the 2015 Legislative Session began!  The day was made up of ceremonial elections and the swearing in of your 2015 General Assembly. Governor Deal was also sworn in and delivered his inaugural address. You can read the full text of the address here: http://archive.11alive.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=172361

On Wednesday, January 14th, the Governor delivered his State of the State address. We were pleased that the Governor, Lt. Governor and the Speaker spoke about the big issues highlighting healthcare as an area we have made progress and also have a long way to go. You can read the full text of the address here: http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2015-01-14/state-state-great-challenges-require-great-cooperation

There were no surprises in the House or Senate Leadership elections from the caucus elections late last year. 

Leadership remains as follows:

Speaker of the House – David Ralston
Speaker Pro-Tem of the House – Jan Jones
Majority Whip of the House – Matt Ramsey
Majority Leader of the House – Larry O’Neal
Minority Leader of the House – Stacey Abrams

President of the Senate (Lt. Governor) - Casey Cagle
President Pro-Tem of the Senate – David Shafer
Majority Whip of the Senate – Steve Gooch
Majority Leader of the Senate – Bill Cowsert
Minority Leader of the Senate – Steve Henson

In addition to leadership, Committee Chairmen were announced on Wednesday. Some changes and new chairmen include the following:

Senate Insurance Chairman – Charlie Bethel
Senate Regulated Industries Chairman – Rick Jeffares
Senate Transportation Chairman – Tommie Williams
Senate Banking Chairman – Burt Jones
Senate Higher Education – Fran Millar
House Ways and Means Chairman – Jay Powell

We are particularly interested in the new Senate Insurance Chairman, Charlie Bethel, and look forward to working with him.

HB 1, the autism coverage bill that was brought forth last year, was prefiled and has since been placed in the Senate Insurance Committee. HB 1 is sponsored by Chairman Charlie Bethel. We will do what we can to work with the Chairman on this bill. Chairman Richard Smith in the house is steadfast in his opposition to the bill. 

Senator Valencia Seay dropped SB 32 which requires the Board of Community Health, when relating to the State Employees Benefit Plan, to re-open the 2014 open enrollment period to permit any employee whose medical claims administrator declared a major medical facility to be out of the administrator’s network to elect coverage under a different administrator. This bill is in the Senate Insurance Committee. 

The calendar is currently set through Day 15 of the 40 day session as follows:
January 26 - 29th – Day 5–8
February 2nd - 4th – Day 9-11
February 9 – 12th – Day 12 – 15

We want to remind you about our 2015 Day on the Hill coming up on February 12th. We are looking forward to a great turnout and a great slate of speakers! 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you!

Laura Norton
678-699-6426
Laura.Norton@peachgr.com
Laura.Lindsey.Norton@gmail.com
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