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January 30, 2015

Legislators returned to the Capitol for legislative days 5-8 following last week’s budget hearings. The big topic of the week was transportation as legislators revealed a highly anticipated transportation funding plan to address a critical funding gap. This bill, HB 170, can be found here: http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/170

Legislation

In spite of the focus on transportation, there was also movement on healthcare and insurance related bills. The bills we are following are outlined below.

· HB 34 – This bill is creating a lot of interest within the physician, healthcare professional, insurance and pharmaceutical worlds. This is called the “Georgia Right to Try Act.” This provides for patients to be able to access investigational, biologic products and devices. It also protects physicians from recommending these products. There was an informational session on this bill on Wednesday, January 28th. There were a series of presenters including companies such as Amgen, the Biologic Industry government relations representative, the Arthritis Foundation, and patients among others. This is sure to be an ongoing conversation throughout session. The bill is in the House Health Committee. (Dudgeon, 25th)

· HB 47 – Certain refills of topical ophthalmic prescriptions allowed under certain conditions including appropriate frequency. HB 47 has been assigned to the House Health Committee. (Cooper, 43rd)

· HB 53 – A person consenting to surgical care by a healthcare worker also consents to an HIV test. HB 53 has been assigned to the House Health Committee. (Waites, 60th)

· HB 162 – Provides for insurance compliance self-evaluative privilege. This bill has been assigned to the House Insurance Committee. (Shaw, 176th)

· HB 170 – Transportation funding bill. This is the bill previously mentioned. While it does not directly affect healthcare, we have all seen the need for a transportation improvement plan. This bill is the starting point to a conversation that is sure to last most of the Session. (Roberts, 155th)

· SB 1 – This bill provides for insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorders. The bill passed out of the Senate Insurance Committee (chaired by Senator Bethel) on Monday, January 26th – the bill then passed the whole Senate on Thursday, January 29th. The current version of the bill can be found here: http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20152016/146501.pdf.

While, we anticipated this bill would move quickly through the Senate, it faces its toughest opposition in House Insurance Chairman Richard Smith, House Rules Chairman John Meadows and house leadership. (Bethel, 54th) 

· SB 32 – Reopens the 2014 open enrollment period for those in an area where a major medical facility has been declared out of network. SB 32 has been assigned to the Senate Insurance Committee. (Seay, 34th)

Committee meetings:

The House and Senate Health Committees held a joint meeting on Wednesday where they hear more about biosimilars. 

There is a House Health Committee meeting scheduled for Monday, February 2nd. HB 47, Chairman Cooper’s topical ophthalmic product refills bill is on the agenda. 

The Senate Health Committee met on Tuesday, January 27th. The meeting was organizational. They adopted the rules of the Committee for 2015 and introduced new staff members. 

The House Insurance Committee has not met this year and has yet to schedule the first meeting.

The Senate Insurance Committee met on Monday, January 26th where they voted out SB 1 – autism.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a Senate Insurance Committee scheduled for Wednesday, February 4th. There has been no agenda set at this point.

Schedule

The calendar is currently set as follows:
February 2nd - 4th – Day 9-11
February 9 – 12th – Day 12 – 15

We want to remind you about our 2015 Day on the Hill coming up on February 12th. We are looking forward to a great turnout and a great slate of speakers! 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you!

Laura Norton
678-699-6426
Laura.Norton@peachgr.com
Laura.Lindsey.Norton@gmail.com
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